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FALL NEWSLETTER 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Mary Angelson (info@centraltennisclub.com) 
   Once again, Central Tennis Club has had a very busy year with lots of activities 
to keep everyone running. The weather was sure rainy but our members 
continued to persevere through the deluges. 
   Your executive have been dedicated to ensuring that the year went smoothly 
and as many people as possible had the opportunity to participate in which ever 
activity they chose. The executive could not be as successful without the help of 
many volunteers who contribute so selflessly to our club. We are very fortunate 
to have such involved members who take such pride in their club. 
   The   season began on a sad note since one of our longest active members 
passed away in February. At our Opening Social, we paid tribute to Dennis  
Andrew  and provided a large card for members to convey messages to his 
family and renamed the Men’s Singles Championship Trophy: the “Dennis 
Andrew Memorial Trophy”. He is certainly missed but gave us a very strong 
foundation upon which we operate our club. 
One issue which the executive had to address this year was the lack of evening 
A level men players to represent our A team. We entered a Mixed A team in the 
Intercounty Tennis Association with the understanding that we had sufficient A 
level players to field a team. Early in the season, it was brought to the executives’ 
attention that we did not have enough A level men to support our team. After 
much discussion and many concerns expressed, the executive felt that it was 
important to support our Evening Mixed A team since we had already committed 
to it and it was in the ICTA season schedule. The only solution that appeared to 
be feasible was to create a special category of membership and enroll two A 
players from outside our membership. The decision was to allow two non-
members, who are known to be A level players, to join the team as team players 
only with no other court or social privileges at Central. They are not 
included in our membership totals. They were required to join our waiting list and 
pay the waiting list fee plus a reduced membership fee (the total of which 
equaled an adult membership fee for 2008). It appears that their addition aided 
the A team in remaining in the A division for next year. The concern now is what 



 2

do we do next year, assuming the problem arises again? The executive has 
decided to put this to a membership vote at our AGM and assess the opinion of 
all our members in this matter. It is important that you attend the AGM to voice 
your opinion and have your vote counted in this matter. We welcome any 
suggestions regarding this matter. 
  We have several executive members retiring this year. Sad to see them go but 
happy to welcome equally enthusiastic new faces.  
Marisa DeFrancesco  has been the backbone of our club for nine years. She 
volunteered her time as Junior Director for three years and, with Stan 
Palmateer , ran an extremely successful Junior Program. She then accepted the 
position of President and ran the club like a fine oiled machine for three years. It 
was a privilege to be on the executive with such a devoted President. She then 
progressed to Past President and worked behind the scenes to ensure that our 
club continued to run efficiently. With no one coming forward to be our Social 
Director, she also assumed that role and ran extremely successful socials. She 
loved a theme for a party and used that impetus to encompass all aspects of a 
social event. She did this all with a calm, quiet voice and a welcoming smile. We 
shall surely miss her valuable input but know that she will still be around 
thoroughly enjoying the privileges of Central Tennis membership and will be an 
excellent resource person for the executive and members. 
 Jim Redekop has served as a most efficient Treasurer, always keeping us 
within budget and presenting monthly financial reports so the executive as a 
whole could assess our ongoing financial situation. Thank you Jim for all your 
hours of work for our club.  
Dino Raponi  has served his term as Facilities Director and has kept the club 
property in fine order and maintained an excellent rapport with the City on our 
behalf. Thank you Dino for following up on maintenance matters as they arose 
and organizing our volunteer opening and closing work events. 
 Ron Gillis  has been our Member At Large for the past three years and has 
represented our club at many community and tennis events. His political skills 
have been an asset to our Club as well as his always willing participation in 
social events especially organizing tennis round robins and managing our bar at 
socials. Thanks for your strong voice at socials and your easy smile and your 
ability to make others smile. 
Thanks you to the executive members who have agreed to serve for another 
year: Elena Giudici, Derek Johnston, Dan Dupak, Christine  Tomchak, Gail 
Andrews, Marion Habal and Maria Szyjkowski. 
This is my last year as President, a position which was very easy to perform 
since my executive members all carried out their portfolio duties with little or no 
direction required and Marisa was always available for consultation when 
necessary as well as gently reminding me of what needed to be done next. 
   The club offers so much to our members. Please consider joining the executive 
to give a little back. 
   Stan Palmateer  has been our tireless pro for 20 years. We can always rely on 
Stan to give excellent instruction, assist with team issues, help with socials and 
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tournaments and assist our Junior Director as well as part-time handyman. 
Thank you Stan. 
 Thank you to Bonnie Elms  who has, once again, been a wonderful Clubhouse 
Manager. Your efforts in keeping us well supplied and neat and clean are 
appreciated. 
   Please mark Nov. 1  on your calendar to help us close up the facilities. There is 
lots to be done and “many hands make light work”.  
   Our Annual General Meeting  will be on Tuesday, November 18  at 8 pm . 
Please join us to make decisions for next season and support your executive. If 
there are any agenda items you wish to include, please email or call me.   

STAN ADVISING ROGER  
 

STAN’S 24 HOUR TENNIS MARATHON 
By Marisa DeFrancesco 

��������	  

It all started with an idea Stan had 19 years ago.  His idea was that by playing 
tennis he could raise money and raise awareness of the important work done by 
The Heart and Stroke Foundation.  One summer day in August, 1989, Stan and 
his pal played singles for the first hour and then invited friends to play with them 
for the remaining 23 hours to make it a tennis marathon. It was the start of a very 
special tradition at Mimico.  Stan did it again this August showing us his great 
tennis, humor, determination and a lot of heart for 24 hours straight. 
 
As of today, over $4500 was raised over this weekend from donations given on 
site and on-line.  Thank you, our members, friends and neighbors of Mimico 
Tennis Club, Central Tennis Club and Laura Hill Tennis Club, for your 
tremendous generosity and support for this fundraising event for Heart and 
Stroke. Thank you for playing tennis with Stan and for cheering him on.  With 
your support, over $65,000 has now been collected from Stan’s 19 marathons. 

 
 

Stan’s 19th Annual 24 Hour 
Tennis Marathon 

For The Heart and Stroke 
Foundation 

Mimico Tennis Club 
Saturday August 16 to 

Sunday August 17, 2008 

�
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The t-shirts and raffle prizes were very popular.  The raffle winners are: 
Cocktail Party for Eight:  Arlene Veitch (Thank you to Tony Caputo for this prize). 
Central TC 2009 membership:  Matt Shields 
Mimico TC 2009 membership:  Allan Veitch 
Wilson Tennis Bag:  Carl Acco 
Wilson Tennis Racquet:  Lisa Whyatt (Thank you to Browns Sports for this prize). 
Balloon Party:  Patty Hebbes 
Manicure:  Helen Lee 
 
There are several helpers and friends who deserve extra special thanks (I do 
hope I don’t forget anyone and my apologies if I do): 
 
Gary and June Mantle and Bob Samalgasky:  For being there at 9 am on 
Saturday to get the courts ready for Stan, especially important because the 
courts were flooded on Friday night 
 
Michael Parsonnage:  For also being there bright and early but then staying on 
throughout the weekend to lend a helping hand.  Mimico is lucky to have you. 
 
Mel Need:  For taking care of the courts, the barbecue and for all his support. 
 
Bob Samalgasky:  For unforgettable delicious omelets that deserve a culinary 
award for taste and presentation – they were healthy for the heart, too! 
 
Deb Smith:  For a yummy potato salad that is delicious even at 6 am and for all 
the phone calls to say,  “everything is going to be great” 
 
Michele Wilson:  For two delicious pasta salads 
 
Tom Hebbes:  For buns galore! 
 
IGA @ Thorncrest for the burgers and Starbucks @ Six Points for the coffee 
 
Mark Curtis:  Stan’s personal photographer 
 
Lisa Whyatt, Michael Vlad, Michael Power:  The amazing 1 am to 4 am shift who 
make playing tennis look so easy and beautiful even at 3 am. 
 
Craig Cooper, Michael Jung, and Paul Trambulo:  The fun 4 am to 6 am shift who 
always has a tough act to follow.  The tennis was just as fast and competitive 
during this time and the chuckles in between points were much appreciated. 
 
Michael Jung:  For playing 12 of the 24 hours and for giving Stan the biggest 
laugh of the event with his Sean Connery imitation.  
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George St. Neighbors:  For putting up with the lights and the noise. 
 
For all the many smiling helpers who helped to clean up after the event.  You 
guys are wonderful!!! 
 
For the many neighbors and friends who came out throughout the wee hours of 
the morning to see for themselves that yes, Stan, really does play at that time of 
night and to cheer him on! 
 
Around 4:30 am on Sunday, Michael Vlad smiled that wonderful smile of his and 
said “this event is very important” and he is right.  It is important for The Heart 
and Stroke Foundation and the many individuals and families that they serve but 
it’s also important for us.  Stan’s marathons are always a great time to be 
together, whether playing tennis or just sitting and talking and laughing together.  
That’s good for the heart, too. 
 
Stan, you always have great ideas.  Thank you for another successful marathon. 
 
Sincerely, 
Marisa DeFrancesco 
 

ICTA REPORT 
 Derek Johnston (teams@centraltennisclub.com) 

    
ADULT TEAMS and TENNIS BALL ORDERS 
  
ADULT TEAMS 
What uncooperative weather for team matches this year!  The team captains had 
to reschedule countless rained-out matches from May until August.  Thanks to 
team captains Tracy Jones, Christine Tomchak, Connie Dupak, Heath er 
Cruikshank, Liz Stephens, Fred Florence, Andrew Pil acinski and Charlie  
Markovich , and to several co-captains, for handling this so effectively and 
without much disruption to court availability for casual play.  Thanks also to the 
well over 100 members who played for our teams this year.  
 
Our Adult Team results were as follows: 
In the Intercounty Mixed League, our A team finished 6th out of 8 teams; our 
two B teams both finished 8th of 8 (one playing in the High Park division, the 
other playing in the Centre division); and our C team finished in first place -- for 
the 3rd consecutive year. 
 
Of our Daytime teams , in the Toronto Ladies Tennis League , which plays in 
May and June, our Toronto Ladies B team finished 3rd of 7 teams in the highest 
B division, and our Toronto Ladies C team was 6th of 8 teams in the most 
challenging C division. 
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Our Intercounty Ladies A and Intercounty Ladies C  teams both finished first in 
their divisions by convincing margins. As a result, the Ladies A and Ladies C 
teams were both invited as league winners to participate in the annual Miele 
tournament at the Rexall Centre on September 6th.  Our Ladies C beat Unionville 
by a margin of 6 - 4 and received a trophy.  It was reported that our teams also 
got the opportunity to play for ten minutes on Centre Court which several players 
took advantage of.  A taste of the big-time! 
  
TENNIS BALL ORDERS:  Another reason to buy tennis balls through the club! 
 
The Club and individual members ordered enough cases of balls this year (at a 
discount price) to earn us points for lots of merchandise for prizes at tournaments 
and other events. 
 
As a big bonus our Club was given 3 brand new Wilson Performance K Factor 
tennis racquets, because we bought so many cases of Wilson US Open tennis 
balls.  These are high-quality racquets, used by Roger Federer among others.   
 
We decided that we would have a draw for the 3 racquets.  We held 3 draws at 
the Wimbledon Social/Round Robin.  The first was for one of the attendees at the 
event.  The next 2 draws were reserved for members who had bought at least 
half a case of Wilson US Open tennis balls through the Club.  We want to 
encourage more people to buy balls through the Club in future because the more 
balls we buy the more merchandise we get for prizes, which saves money and 
helps us to keep the Club fees low.  The lucky winners of the 3 draws were Anna 
Lis, Stan Palmateer and Michael Korec.  
 
By the way, I checked the price of Wilson US Open balls wherever I saw them for 
sale in April and May.  I never saw them cheaper – even at Costco.  Plan to buy 
balls through the Club next year! 
 

TOURNAMENTS 
Gail Andrews (tournaments@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
The Mixed Handicap Tournament was played in May and June of this year. 
The final matches were very close and exciting to watch. Congratulations to the 
Winners and the Finalists: 
 
May Tournament 
Jane Pitchford and Derek Johnston  - Winners 
Elsa Marco and Jim Callan   - Finalists  
 
June Tournament 
Jane Taylor and Bill Tracz   -winners  
Pat Richards and Chris Roper  – Finalists 
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Club Championships  
 
The weather cooperated the first week and the singles matches were played as 
scheduled.  The challenge was our second week for our mixed, ladies and men’s 
matches but with everyone’s cooperation we were able to get all our games in by 
Saturday September 13th.  The Club Championship final was cancelled for 
September 14th as the weather forecast was for high winds and a lot of rain. The 
Club Championship finals were played on Sunday September 21st with good 
weather, exciting tennis followed by great food and drinks.   
Congratulations to our 2008 Champions: 
Ladies Singles: Dahlia Barber  
Men’s Singles: Dan Syczak  
Ladies Doubles: Lucy Payette and Lisa Whyatt  
Men’s Doubles: Charles Markovich and Dan Syczak  
Mixed Doubles: Anne and Charles Markovich  
I would like to thank Stan Palmateer, Jim Callan  and Anna Lis  for their help in 
scheduling matches. Also thanks to Stan Palmateer, Dino Raponi,  Elena 
Giudici, Arlene and John Veitch for their help in drying the courts so that we 
were able to get all the matches in for that night. 
I would also like to thank everyone who called Central to give us a weather 
update on where it was raining.  The Club Championship Tournament was a 
success and we had a lot of fun on and off the courts.  
 
 

DAYTIME ACTIVITIES 
 Marion Habal (dayprograms@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
Considering this year’s wet summer, we have been very lucky with very few 
rainouts. The tennis weather for us has actually been fantastically good.  
Our Spring House League had 58 members playing on 6 teams. The Fall House 
League had 42 members, which is consistent with other years, as people return 
to work or go on vacation. 
 I wish to thank all the captains for their efforts and commitment. Monday 
Morning Round Robins have continued to be busy with a lot of fun and 
sociability. Thanks must also go to all those who pitch in to help and make these 
mornings so enjoyable. A special thank you to John Hasler  who, year after year, 
keeps us so well organized. The House League finishes its season on October 
3rd and the Round Robins will continue until October 6th. It has been a good 
summer with lots of participation. A big thank you to Doreen Remedios  for being 
my assistant and filling in for me when I couldn’t be there. 
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JUNIOR PROGRAM 
 Elena Giudici (juniors@centraltennisclub.com) 

 

 
      In May, we had a well-attended Family Round Robin, with juniors joining up 
with their adult family members, for an afternoon of fun tennis. 
 In June , the juniors had their own Wimbledon social which is always very 
popular and was again this year, with over 30 juniors attending. 
Our closing social in September turned out to be a great day with many 
enthusiastic juniors. 
      We attempted a junior ladder this spring, however. due to the many rain 
dates, it was hard for the juniors to schedule their matches, so it never really got 
off to a good start. We may try again next spring. 
     The Junior Club Championship was exciting as always. The weekend of 
September 6-7 turned out to be two perfect days for tennis, food, fun and games. 
Stan kept the Juniors busy with lots of tennis and entertainment.  This year was a 
first, with Stefano Benedetti  winning both the U12 and U15 Championship. 
      Of course, none of this would be possible, or as much fun, if it were not for 
the leadership of Stan Palmateer . As per usual, the spring, summer and fall 
clinics at Central kept Stan very busy, all clinics were filled to capacity involving 
over 65 Juniors. This represents more than over half of our Juniors involved in 
lessons!  Thanks to Stan for his dedication to our Club throughout the tennis 
season at Central 
     The Junior Intercounty Team was very busy practicing every Friday with Stan, 
which led them to a 1st place position in the “Boys A Mid-West” Division. Thanks 
to our Captain Sean Mundy.  
 
      
 

     
 
 It was another successful year 
for the Junior Program at CTC, 
with spring, summer and fall 
clinics at capacity, socials and 
Club Championships well 
attended, and a winning Junior 
Team. 
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SOCIAL EVENTS 
 Marisa DeFrancesco (socials@centraltennisclub.com) 

 

 
 

Social Report for the 2008 Season 
 
Though we have not had a Social Director for the past two seasons, we continue 
to party while playing at Central!  I have been filling in and helping out with the 
socials along with a team of wonderful helpers including:  Tony Caputo  (our 
incredible chef), Bonnie Elms  (our most enthusiastic party girl), Mark Curtis  
(our DJ), Stan Palmateer  (our photographer and quiz master, not to mention 
wonderful pro), Kiri Varatharajan  (our webmaster who posts our photos on 
www.centraltennisclub.com), President and florist Mary Angelson, Pat Simon , 
Nevena Jankovic , sommelier Maddie Lavereau, Pat Cameron, Ron Gillis , 
Evita Sanders, Jane Pitchford-Bartsch, Elena Giudic i, new member Dahlia  
Barber, Dino Raponi, Derek Johnston, Corinne Del Pi ero, and Gail 
Andrews .  Our two new events for this season were great successes and should 
be offered again next year, the first being the OTA Tennis Fair held on May 4 and 
the 2.0 to 3.0 Tournament held on July 12.    
 
Our main goal is to offer at least one social a month, where members can meet 
new friends who share their love of the game and also spend time with dear 
friends.   Central has a great tradition of offering delicious food at every event.  
We love to eat!!!  With a $1600 budget to cover food and expenses, we have 
managed to feed the crowds with lots of yummy food while playing fun games.   
We do purchase a “Special Occasion” permit from the LCBO for each social 
which allows us to serve wine and beer.  The permit is $25 per event and we 
offer the drinks at a cost that allows us to break even at the bar.  At our “closed” 
events i.e. events where only a limited number of participants can attend, we do 
charge a nominal fee of $5 per person so that the entire membership is not 
subsidizing events for smaller groups. 
 
The 2008 events were: 
 
Opening Day and New Members Reception:  April 26 
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OTA Tennis Fair:      May 4 
 
Wimbledon:       June 22 
 
Mixed Doubles Team Event:    July 5 
 
2.0 to 3.0 Tournament     July 12 
 
Men’s Night:      August 10 
 
Stan’s Marathon at Mimico:    August 17 
 
Ladies Night:      August 24 
 
Championships Dinner:     September 21 
 
Salsa Closing Social:     October 3 
 
We have also been lucky to have the support of wonderful local retailers: 
 

Starbucks at Six Points 
Rizo Lola and Company at Thorncrest Plaza 

IGA at Thorncrest Plaza 
Brown’s Sports on Bloor St. W. 

Game Set Match on Annette 
 

They have all been generous supporters of our social program and our club. 
 
I often wish we had more room at the club to accommodate our numbers and 
more courts so that everyone can play without having to wait their turn.  Opening 
Day and Championships Dinner are always our most popular events but 
members are generally very good at waiting their turn and enjoying our cozy 
patio.  The round robin games at our socials, not including tournaments, are not 
intended to be competitive matches.  We hope you come out to meet new people 
and to play with members with varying levels of abilities. 
 
Thank you for all your support, your great dance moves AND tennis moves, and 
your warm smiles.  I give thanks to all my tennis friends who always say yes 
when I ask for help and to all the tennis members who have made the parties a 
real celebration.   It’s been great fun. 
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FRIDAY NIGHT MIXED HOUSE LEAGUE  
Maria Szyjkowski (evehl@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
Another successful season has come to an end. We had over 90 members 
participating in the program, 63 playing regularly on our 6 teams and 31 on a sub 
list. 
The success of the FNHL depends on the dedication of team captains, who 
make sure games can go on every Friday and commitments of the team 
members. Special thanks to this year captains, Elizabeth Morgan, Jack  
Dempsey, Rosalind Deck, Juan Rios and Jane Pitchfor d-Bartsch  and also to 
all FNHL players showing up to play, often to be rain-out shortly after. 
 
Two teams tied for the first place with the highest scores, Team 4 captained by 
Maria Szyjkowski with Clare Kumar, Jeremy Funamoto, Clement Yeh, Catherine 
and John Becker, Pat Richardson, Bill Tracz, Elena Giudici and Peter Apswoude 
and Team 6 captained by Jane Pitchford-Bartsch with Bill Tracz, Beverly and 
Matt Pines, Alma Bader, James Tiessen, Vladimir Bubrin, Joanne and Tom 
Voltis, Lynda Neil and Bill Blackburn. Congratulations! Tennis balls were the 
prizes for the winning teams. 
 
If you like to volunteer to be a team captain, and/or have any comments or 
questions about the program please contact us at evehl@centraltennisclub.com. 
 
See you again in 2009 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP  
By Dan Dupak 

 
 
Membership registration for 2009 will commence on February 1st, 2009. At that 
time, you should receive an e-mail providing you with the details on registering 
for the 2009 season. Please ensure that I have your correct e-mail address. If 
you have changed your e-mail address, please notify me at 
dandupak@yahoo.ca.  
Those individuals who do not have e-mail will receive their registration through a 
Canada Post mailing in late January. Look for this package and if not received by 
February 1st, please contact Dan. The closing date for returning members will be 
February 28th. Past that time, vacancies will be filled from the waiting list. The 
current waiting list is over 70 people. We have a lot of eager players waiting to 
join so you must get your registration in promptly to ensure keeping your 
membership.  
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MEMBER AT LARGE  
Ron Gillis (projects@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
The completion of my third term as Member at Large is arriving shortly.  
I reviewed the Club’s Insurance Program this year and found everything to be in 
order. I attended the O.T.A. meeting this year at the Rexall Centre on behalf of 
the club as well as several Tennis Toronto meetings. I ran a number of round 
robins this year at the club socials, including Men’s Night. 
Finally, I secured a suite at the Rexall Centre. Though the day was rained out, I 
understand, from those in attendance that it was a fun day for our Club members. 
Next year’s Rogers Cup will host the Women’s Tournament from August 15th to 
August 23rd. Central Tennis Club will utilize the ticket credit from this year and 
apply it to the August 19th, 2009 Matinee Matches. Each ticket holder (22) has a 
ticket credit of $61.90 ($65.00 less G.S.T.) to be used on the August 19th date 
only. (A gentle reminder that there are no exchanges or refunds, however, you 
are free to sell or gift your ticket to another member if that date creates a 
scheduling problem.) I hope to be able to arrange a second suite (side by side) 
for the numerous members who approached me after the ticket sale cut off date. 
Stay tuned for future emails for commencement of ticket sales. It has been, 
overall, an exciting year for our tennis club. 
 

FACILITIES  
 Dino Raponi (facilities@centraltennisclub.com)  

 
From a facility perspective, this rainy 2008 has been both interesting and 
productive. We got a lot of things done. 
We put up the windscreens and nets on Saturday, April 5, we purchased 12 new 
screens and a new net. The City reinforced our windstorm-damaged fence on the 
north side; they have also been diligent in replacing our lights as required. 
We painted over the unsightly graffiti damage we incurred and did some planting 
and trimmed some overhanging tree branches. Mother nature blessed us with 
abundant rain so our landscaping has remained lush and green. 
Ancaster Paving repaired cracks in Court 3 plus touching up blisters and 
scratches elsewhere. 
Our cyclists are happy as they are making full use of our new bicycle rack, 
positioned under our maple tree inside the club perimeter fences. 
In all, we met the challenges and we prevailed together. For this and more, I 
thank you. 
Nets and screens are scheduled to be removed on Saturday, November 1  at 
10:00am-2:00pm. Rain date is Nov. 2, 10:00am –2:00 pm. Please come and 
help us take down the screens and nets, so we can close out another rewarding 
year! 
 
 
 


