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SPRING NEWSLETTER 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
Mary Angelson  (info@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
    As always, the months from January to April are the busiest for your executive. The planning 
for the upcoming season is always an exciting time, with so much enthusiasm displayed by all the 
Directors. 
 
   We welcome several new members to the 2008 executive. Gail Andrews  has become 
Tournament Director after Jim Callan retired. Derek Johnston  has become Intercounty Team 
Director, assuming the role after Margaret James. Christine Tomchak  is our new secretary, 
following Maddie Lavereau. Marion Habal  took over the Daytime Director position from Elsa 
Marco and Maria Szyjkowski  is our new Friday Night House League Director following in Evita 
Sanders footsteps. We are still without a Social Director. Marisa DeFrancesco  has graciously 
volunteered to coordinate the social activities with help from many willing volunteers. Thank you 
to our retiring executive members for all your hard work and devotion to our club.  
 
   Bonnie Elms  has once again agreed to be our Clubhouse Manager  for another season and is 
always happy to have helpers. We encourage everyone to clean up after themselves and treat 
our clubhouse and property with respect. Every little bit helps!!  
 
   Kiri Varatharajan has volunteered his time and skill to operate our website, we are very 
fortunate to have his expertise. 
 
   We welcome back Stan Palmateer  as our Club Pro for 2008. After 20 years, Stan has become 
a very important part of our organization and gives many hours of help and instruction to our club. 
Call him directly for private lessons. 
 
   We have implemented two new rules this year. They are highlighted in your handbook. 
There will be no smoking  allowed on club property  as a courtesy to those who do not smoke. 
The tennis courts are only to be used when they are  completely dry and free of debris. 
 
   Dan Dupak  has created a safety hazard report for our club and it is very extensive and strives 
to make our surroundings very safe for everyone. The executive will implement this plan in 
phases over the next few years. During this season, you will see some improvements made in 
our attention to safety. Please familiarize yourselves with our Emergency Procedure Protocol  
(last page of this newsletter). 
 
   Our efforts with locking up the courts have been successful in decreasing the amount of 
vandalism we previously had endured. We must still be diligent in locking the clubhouse every 
time we leave the premises. Please lock the two gates if you are the last leaving at night . During 
the daytime, the gates should be left unlocked since our juniors play at that time and they do not 
have keys to access the courts. Your keys from last year will still open the main gate, the court 
gate and the clubhouse. If you require a key, there is a $5.00 charge and they can be purchased 
from Marisa DeFrancesco. 
 



Friday Night House League players will lock up after the last round. Public time will be Saturday 
evening, 7 pm until 11 pm. After that, an executive member will come to lock up the premises. 
This means if you are an early morning player, please ensure one of your group has a key. 
In your package, you will find the club handbook , your shoe tag  (one per member), your 
parking pass  (one per adult member) and, if you ordered a key, it will be included. If you want 
additional handbooks, please contact Dan Dupak and he will email one to you.Thank you to Pat 
Cameron , Elena Giudici, Marisa DeFrancesco, Ron Gillis and John Baily for getting the 
handbook ready and the packages prepared and mailed. 

YOUR 2008 EXECUTIVE 
 

ERIC CATER AWARD 
2007 (PRESENTED AT THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY PARTY)  

   The Eric Cater Award is presented annually to a member in recognition of outstanding 
contributions to Central Tennis Club.  
   This award was established in 1982 and is named after Eric Cater. He was one of the driving 
forces behind the construction of our clubhouse in 1971. 
   This year’s recipient, Elsa Marco , is a remarkable volunteer. She is an extra special member 
who has gone above and beyond the call of duty. She always considered the best interests of the 
entire club.  
She excelled beyond her job description as an Executive Member. She truly cares about the 
members at Central Tennis Club and actively provided the best tennis opportunities for as many 
members as possible. She managed the Daytime Coordinator position and made an effort to 
have as many members as possible involved. 
She is a truly welcoming member to many first time adult players and naturally brings the 
members together socially.  
The resurrection of the Daytime Luncheon is due to her enthusiasm for her program and for her 
desire to include as many members as possible. She was always supportive to other executive 

members and willing helped with socials and Opening and Closing chores. 
She actively promotes Central and served the club so well that she really deserved to be thanked 
in a special way. 

Left to Right 
 
Christine Tomchak 
Gail Andrews 
Maria Szyjkowski 
Dino Raponi 
MaryAngelson 
Dan Dupak 
Ron Gillis 
Marisa DeFrancesco 
Marion Habal 
Derek Johnston 
Elena Giudici 
Jim Redekop 
 



 

DAYTIME ACTIVITIES 
Marion Habal  (dayprograms@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
Welcome to all new and returning members for an exciting 2008 season of tennis. 
  
Round Robins are held every Monday morning from 9:00 am - 12:00 pm commencing April 28th 
until Oct. 6th except on the long weekends (May 19, Aug. 4 and Sept. 1). This is a great time for 
all members of all levels of play to get together for some fun tennis and skills practice. It is a good 
way to meet new and old members of CTC. The atmosphere is casual. 
  
The Spring Friday Morning House League is lightly competitive and requires some commitment 
on the part of its players. It will run from May 2nd to June 27th. Each game lasts an hour and 
each player is grouped as best as possible to matching opponents. 
  
The Fall Friday Morning House League resumes again from Sept. 5th to Oct. 3rd. New players 
are welcome and do not have had to have played in the spring. 
  
At the end of the season we will again plan a celebration banquet at the Old Mill. 
  
Come and join in on the fun. We look forward to your presence! 
 
 

SOCIALS FOR 2008 
Marisa DeFrancesco   (socials@centraltennisclub.com) 

�
   Welcome to another fun season of great tennis and good times at Central. 
Please see the social calendar which is in your handbook and plan to attend the fun events being 
offered this year.  There are 2 new events which we are very excited about, though we are still 
offering our very popular and loved events such as Ladies Night and the Mixed Doubles event.  
The first new event is the OTA Doubles Tour Fair  which is being held Sunday May 4  at noon.  It 
has been a few years since the last time the OTA came out to teach us and this clinic is their 
latest offering:  a clinic for competitive doubles players (3.0 level and up).  Please sign up on the 
sheet posted in the clubhouse.  There is a cost of $8 per player, you will receive an OTA t-shirt, 
prizes and we will have a sandwich and juice bar.   Remember that Central Tennis Club members 
are also OTA members.  When you purchase your tickets for the Rogers Cup , please let them 
know so that you may receive up to 25% off lower bowl ticket prices!  
  
   Our other new event is a tournament  for players at the 2.0 to 3.0 level  which was suggested 
by a couple of our members last year (thank you Pam and Ali).  Stan will be running this event on 
Saturday, July 12.  It is a great time to show-off all your great new strokes and tennis strategies 
and also have a really fun afternoon. 
 
   Please plan to attend our Opening Social set for April 26  where we will be celebrating our 41st 
season Monte-Carlo style.  There will be plenty of games on and off the courts and Tony Caputo 
will once again treat us to his wonderful cooking.  That day there will be a special presentation in 
memory of Dennis Andrew, a friend we miss dearly. 
 
   The season will end with a hot, hot, hot Salsa Night on a hopefully not too cold autumn evening, 
Friday, October 3 but there will be so much to enjoy before then!  See you all soon! 
 
 
 
 



FRIDAY NIGHT MIXED HOUSE LEAGUE 
Maria Szyjkowski   (evehl@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
Friday Night House League starts on May 2 and continues right through until September 29. 
There will be no games on September 5 and September 12, during Club Championships. 
 
Six captains meet mid-April to arrange the teams and then they call all registered players to give 
them their first playing date and time. Printed schedules are handed out at the first games. 
 
The objective of the FNHL is to provide a way for the club members of all levels of play to be 
involved in lightly competitive tennis. For the games to be fun and challenging, the captains use 
their experience as well as the players’ self-ranking to try to find the right balance. The aim is to 
match the players equally over 6 teams, at three levels. 
 
Two evaluation/rating sessions with our pro, Stan Palmateer are offered for the new, or unknown 
players on Fridays, April 18 and April 25 between 6-9pm. All  FNHL participants  are invited to 
come, get in some play ahead of season and make the team selection easier.  
 
Looking forward to a summer of great tennis at CTC FNHL! 
evehl@centraltennisclub.com 
 
 
 

JUNIOR PROGRAM 
Elena Giudici   (juniors@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
Welcome Juniors to Central's 2008 exciting tennis season. There are many socials and lessons 
to participate in once again this year! Junior members of all ages and levels will take to the courts 
to build on their tennis skills and enjoy their time on the court! Our Club pro, Stan Palmateer ’s  
Junior Clinics are sure to fill up early for spring, summer or fall. 
 
A few highlights for the juniors include: 
·  Team tryouts on April 18th from 4-6 pm 
·  Junior team competes on Saturdays (alternating home and away games every week) till the 

end of June with Captain Sean Mundy  
·  Opening Day April 26th 3-5pm 
·  New  Junior Ladder beginning Wed May 7th 4:30-5:30pm 
·  Spring clinics begin  May 5th 3-6 pm 
·  Family Round Robin, May 25th 12-3 pm 
·  Junior Social, June 22nd 1-3 pm 
·  Summer Clinics begin July 8th ,4-6pm 
·  Fall Clinics begin Sept 2nd, 4-7pm 
·  Junior Club Championship, Sept.6-7th 1-5 pm  
·  Junior Closing Sunday Sept 28th, 1-3pm 
I’ll be contacting you in mid April to confirm lesson dates and times. Please refer to the CTC 
Handbook for a list of Special Junior Events.  
juniors@centraltennisclub.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

INTERCLUB TEAM DIRECTOR REPORT 
Derek Johnston   (teams@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
ADULT TEAMS  
We are planning to have a full slate of teams again this year.  In the Intercounty Mixed League 
we will again have two B teams on Tuesday nights (one playing in the High Park division, the 
other playing in the Center division, with home matches on alternating weeks) and an A team and 
a C team playing on Thursday nights, also with home matches on alternating weeks. 
On Wednesday mornings we will again have an Intercounty Ladies A  team and an Intercounty 
Ladies C  team, and in May and June we will also have a Toronto Ladies B  and Toronto Ladies 
C team. 
Rained out matches for evening teams will be played either on their assigned night (Tuesday or 
Thursday) or at Eglinton Flats, leaving time for general member casual play in other evenings. 
Team tryouts will be in April; please check your calendar in the handbook, or check with the 
relevant team captain, to confirm when you should attend tryouts.  Stan will be assisting the team 
captains with player selection. 
  
TENNIS BALL ORDERS  
Until the end of April, tennis balls may be purchased through the club at a bulk discount price by 
calling Derek at 416-239-2446 or emailing derek.johnston@sympatico.ca.  These are Wilson US 
Open Extra Duty balls (for hard courts).  They are available by the half-case (12 cans of 3 balls, 
i.e. 36 balls) for $45 including tax (=$3.32 per can pretax, 17.6% below the $3.99 retail pretax 
price). You get balls at a discount price, and the Club benefits too as we earn points on each 
case which are exchanged for merchandise that we give out as prizes at tournaments and other 
events. 
 
 

TOURNAMENTS 
Gail Andrews   (tournaments@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
TOURNAMENTS 
 
The annual Mixed Handicap Tournament is always a great time for all levels of play. 
This year we will have two events, the first will be Monday May 5th, 6pm -11pm (May 12th rain 
date)and the second will be June 9th, 6pm-11pm (June 16th rain date).   The sign up sheet for 
the May 5th Mixed Handicap will be in the clubhouse on opening day April 26th thru Friday May 
2nd and will be limited to 16 teams; the first 16 women and the first 16 men to sign up will be 
entered into the draw.     
The Mixed Handicap tournament is a great way to have a lot of fun and meet new people. 
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