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             CENTRAL TENNIS CLUB 
                               APRIL 2009 
                           SPRING NEWSLETTER 

 

 
PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

Margaret James (info@centraltennisclub.com) 
 
As always, the months from January to April are the busiest for your executive. 
The planning for the upcoming season is always an exciting time, with so much 
enthusiasm displayed by all the Directors. 
 
We welcome several new members to the 2008 executive. Roger Dawson  has 
become Facilities Director after Dino Raponi  took on the position of Member at 
Large. Tamara Colbourne  has become Treasurer, assuming the role after Jim 
Redekop. Mary Angelson is now our Past President and Margaret James  has 
returned to the executive as President. Ron Gillis has generously agreed to take 
on the role of Social Director that had been vacant for some time. Thank you to 
our retiring executive members for all your hard work and devotion to our club.  
 
Returning Executive members are Christine Tomchak as Secretary, Gail 
Andrews as Tournament Director, Marion Habal as Daytime Director , Derek 
Johnston as ICTA Representative, Maria Szyjkowski as Friday Night Mixed 
House League Director. 
 
 Bonnie Elms  has once again agreed to be our Clubhouse Manager  for another 
season and is always happy to have helpers. We encourage everyone to clean 
up after themselves and treat our clubhouse and property with respect. Every 
little bit helps!!  
 
Kiri Varatharajan agreed to continue to volunteer his time and skill to operate 
our website, we are very fortunate to have his expertise. Marisa DeFrancesco  
continues to share her knowledge and expertise with those of us who are on the 
Executive. Thanks,Marisa  
 
We welcome back Stan Palmateer  as our Club Pro for 2009. After 22 years, 
Stan has become a very important part of our organization and gives many hours 
of help and instruction to our club. Call him directly for private lessons. 
 
We have made some significant changes this year with regard to the Handbook. 
Dan Dupak has produced a well designed and colorful handbook. We will be 
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emailing you your copy. This will allow you the flexibility of either printing yourself 
a copy or saving the handbook on your computer to be used for reference. 
Having the handbook in this format also allowed the inclusion of email addresses 
for those who gave permission for this when they registered. 
 
Your shoe tag  (one per member), your parking pass  (one per adult member) 
and, key ( if you ordered one) will be mailed. If you have any difficulties with your 
handbook please contact Dan Dupak . 
 
Our efforts with locking up the courts have been successful in decreasing the 
amount of vandalism we previously had endured. We must still be diligent in 
locking the clubhouse every time we leave the premises. Please lock the two 
gates if you are the last leaving at night . During the daytime, the gates should 
be left unlocked since our juniors play at that time and they do not have keys to 
access the courts. Your keys from last year will still open the main gate, the court 
gate and the clubhouse. If you require a key, there is a $5.00 charge and they 
can be purchased from Roger Dawson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Back Row: (left to right): Ron Gillis, Dan Dupak, Derek Johnston, Roger Dawson, Gail 
Andrews, Christine Tomchak, Dino Raponi, Marion Habal 
Front Row: (left to right): Margaret James, Tamara Colbourne, Elena Giudici, Maria 
Szyjkowski, Mary Angelson 
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ICTA REPORT 

 Derek Johnston (teams@centraltennisclub.com) 
    
ADULT TEAMS and TENNIS BALL ORDERS 
  
ADULT TEAMS  
We are planning to have 8 adult teams again this year.  In the InterCounty 
Mixed League we will again have two B teams on Tuesday nights, with home 
matches on alternating weeks, and an A team and a C team playing on Thursday 
nights, also with home matches on alternating weeks. 
On Wednesday mornings we will have an InterCounty Ladies Majors team and 
an InterCounty Ladies B  team, and in May and June we will also have a 
Toronto Ladies B  and Toronto Ladies C  team. 
Rained out matches for evening teams will be played either on their assigned 
night (Tuesday or Thursday) or at Eglinton Flats, leaving time for general 
member casual play in other evenings. 
Team tryouts will be in April; please check your calendar in the handbook, or 
check with the relevant team captain, to confirm when you should attend 
tryouts.  Stan will be assisting the team captains with player selection. 
This year we will have 3 new team captains: Christine Tomchak, Fred Florence 
and Connie Dupak are handing over to Gail Andrews, Dan Dupak and Cathy 
Cruikshank.  I would like to thank all the outgoing captains for their hard work, 
and the incoming captains for taking on the challenge of leading their teams. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last year our Toronto Tennis Ladies C Team was invited to participate in a tennis 
session sponsored by Meile at the 2008 Rogers Cup at the Rexall Centre. 
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Pictured above are Connie Dupak, Janet Keith, Mary Howes, Roslind Deck, Pat 
Lund, Tracy Jones, Marisa DeFrancesco, and Brittany Dupak 
TENNIS BALL ORDERS  
Until the end of April, tennis balls may be purchased though the club at a bulk 
discount price by calling Derek at 416-239-2446 or emailing 
derek.johnston@sympatico.ca.  These are Wilson US Open Extra Duty balls (for 
hard courts).  They are available by the half-case (12 cans of 3 balls, i.e. 36 
balls) STILL for $45 including tax (=$3.32 per can pretax, well below the $3.99 [or 
more] retail pretax price). You get balls at a discount price, and the Club benefits 
too as we earn points on each case; these points are exchanged for 
merchandise that we give out as prizes at tournaments and other events.  A 
further incentive: last year we had a draw for those who had bought balls through 
the club, and were able to give out 2 great prizes; maybe we’ll be able to do the 
same again this year! 

 
 

TOURNAMENTS 
Gail Andrews (tournaments@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
The annual Mixed Handicap Tournament is always a great time for all levels of 
play.  This year we have two events, the first will be Monday May 4th, 6-11pm 
(May 11th rain date) the second Monday June 1st, 6-11pm (June 8th rain date). 
The sign up sheet for the May 4th tournament will be in the club house opening 
day April 25th thru Friday May 1st.  The sign up sheet for the June 1st 
tournament will be in the club house May 23rd thru May 29th. The Mixed 
Handicap Tournament is limited to 16 teams. The first 16 women and the first 16 
men to sign up will be entered into the draw. 
Central’s Mixed Handicap Tournament is a great way to meet new people and 
have a lot of fun. 
 
 

DAYTIME ACTIVITIES 
 Marion Habal (dayprograms@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
Welcome to all new and returning members for yet another exciting outdoor 
tennis season.  
  
Round Robins  are held every Monday morning  from 9:00 am to 12:00 pm . 
beginning April 27th  until October 5th  except on the long weekends (May 18, 
Aug. 3, Sept. 7). This is a great time for all members of all levels of play to get 
together for some fun tennis and skills practice. The atmosphere is casual and 
everyone is welcome. 
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The Spring Friday Morning House League  is lightly competitive and requires 
some commitment on the part of its players and knowledge of the game. It will 
run from May 1st to June 26th . Each game lasts an hour and each player is 
grouped as best as possible to matching opponents. 
The Fall Friday Morning House League  resumes again on September 11th 
until October 9th . New players are welcome and do not have had to play in the 
spring house league. 
  
An end of the season celebration banquet will be planned again at the Old Mill 
Restaurant. 
  
Come and join in on the fun. We look forward to seeing you! 

 
 

JUNIOR PROGRAM 
 Elena Giudici (juniors@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
Another exciting season is about to begin for the Junior members at Central. 
Junior members of all ages and levels will take to the courts to build on their  
tennis skills and enjoy their time on the court!  Our pro, Stan Palmateer’s spring 
lessons are sure to fill up early, but there are always summer and fall lessons to  
sign up for.  
A few highlights for the juniors include: 

·  Team tryouts on April 17th from 4-6pm , 
·  Junior team competes on Saturdays(alternating home and away games 

every week)from May till the end of June 
·  Wednesday Round Robins begin on May 6th 4:30-5:30 – its FREE!,  with 

supervised play and practice 
·  Spring clinics begin Mon May 4th 3-6pm 
·  Family Round Robin May 24th 12-3pm 
·  Junior Wimbledon Social June 21st  1-3pm 
·  Junior Club Championship Sept 5-6th 2-5pm 
 
I’ll be contacting you in mid- April to confirm lesson dates and times. 
Please refer the CTC handbook for a list of Junior list of Special 
Events. 

 
 

SOCIAL EVENTS 
 Ron Gillis (socials@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
Greetings to Returning Central Tennis Club Alumni and a warm welcome to our 
new members who have recently joined the club or have returned from an 
absence due to injury or otherwise. This year our club will be offering a variety of 
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events in order that you will continue to enjoy the great value Central has to offer. 
Membership Does Have Its Privileges. Our Social events this year are many and 
I would ask that t you make the effort to come out and participate.  New Members 
are expected to attend these worthwhile events. Please take a moment to diarize 
the dates in your personal agendas or calendars  KNOWING WHO WILL BE IN 
ATTENDANCE AT LEAST 72 HOURS AHEAD OF TIME ENSURES 
ADEQUATE FOOD AND DRINK PURCHASES.  Great Tennis Round Robin 
Style,  Culinary Delights and  Libations suitable for the most discriminating Palate 
beckon  those who Do make the effort. 
I would ask those that have made commitments to assist please come forward 
and contact me by whatever means is suitable to you. Aspiring chefs I expect 
that you will come out of the closet and thrill us with your dishes and secret 
recipes.. All volunteers will get appropriate recognition prizes though infrequent 
await those who participate. 
Please refer to the August 19th CENTRAL DAY AT THE ROGERS CUP it is our 
intention to enlarge the current group we have in our Air Conditioned Suite. This 
is a daytime event   roughly 9:30Am to 4:00PM cost will be between $65 and $70  
Members may invite non members to attend.  Payment must be made in 
advance   your Cheque should be made payable to   Ronald J Gillis in order to 
secure your spot.  Rogers Rain out Policy is in effect during the tournament there 
will be no refunds or exchanges however you may arrange for someone to attend 
in your absence.. 
Central is a Volunteer Oriented Club its success  continues to depend on  like  
minded  individuals   through their generosity and dedication. I look forward to 
seeing all of our members this year on the courts. 
 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT MIXED HOUSE LEAGUE  
Maria Szyjkowski (evehl@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
Friday Night House League starts on May 1st and continues right through until 
September  25th. There will be no games on September 4th and September 
11th, due to the Club Championships. 
Six captains meet mid-April to arrange the teams and then they call/e-mail all 
registered players to let them know of their team placement as well as the date 
and time of their first match. Schedules will be later sent via e-mail, or printed 
copies handed out at the first game. 
The objective of the FNHL is to provide a way for the club members of all levels 
to be involved in lightly competitive tennis. For the games to be fun and 
challenging the captains try their best, using both their experience, as well as the 
players’ self-ranking and court preferences, to try and find the right balance. The 
aim is to match the players equally over 6 teams, at three levels. The teams then 
take turns in playing an equal number of early and late matches.  
Looking forward to another summer of great tennis at CTC FNHL! 
evehl@centraltennisclub.com 
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MEMBERSHIP  
By Dan Dupak 

 
The major portion of the membership renewal and new membership admissions 
is nearing an end. The statistics are as follows: 
Adult members: 366 of which 28 are new members and 19 inactive 
Junior members: 139 of which 21 are new members 
Currently we have 47 individuals on the waiting list which is approximately a 2 
year wait for someone signing up at this time. 
 
 

MEMBER AT LARGE  
Dino Raponi (projects@centraltennisclub.com) 

 
As Member At Large, in 2009, I invite any member with any issue relative to my 
Portfolio to speak with me. I will endeavour, to facilitate that issue, hopefully to a 
satisfactory mutual resolution! Looking forward in helping members in 2009. 
 
 

FACILITIES  
 Roger Dawson (facilities@centraltennisclub.com)  

 
Come Out and Help Us If You Can To Open the Club – Saturday April 4th  
 
Central Tennis Club opens the club Saturday April 4th by putting up nets, 
windscreens, and other jobs to prepare for the coming season. 
 
Please come to the club at 9:30am and help out so that we can get our club up 
and running quickly.  We should be finished by 12:30 pm, if we get lots of 
helpers. 
Please come down even for a short time to lend your valuable assistance. If you 
have any questions, please call our Facilities Director, Roger Dawson at 416-
236-1493.  
 
 
 


